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LEVEL 4
ORACLE DBA

INTERVIEW QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

Senior / Lead DBA Technical and Scenario-Based Preparation

56 senior-level questions covering architecture, SQL tuning, RAC, Data 
Guard, RMAN, Multitenant, security, patching, upgrades and 

production troubleshooting.

Prepared as a practical interview and revision handbook
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How to Use This Guide
 Answer each question first in 60-90 seconds, then use the detailed answer to identify missing depth.
 For scenario questions, structure your response as: scope the impact, collect evidence, isolate the bottleneck, 

stabilise service, correct the cause, validate and document.
 In senior interviews, explain trade-offs and operational risk. Avoid giving only commands or definitions.
 Where licensing applies, mention that features such as AWR, ASH, ADDM, Active Data Guard and Advanced 

Security must be used in accordance with the organisation's licences.

Contents
Section Coverage

1. Oracle Architecture and Internals 8 questions

2. Performance Tuning and SQL Diagnostics 10 questions

3. RAC and Clusterware 8 questions

4. Data Guard and Disaster Recovery 8 questions

5. RMAN, Backup and Recovery 8 questions

6. Multitenant, Security and Administration 7 questions

7. Patching, Upgrades and Operational Excellence 6 questions

8. Advanced Scenario-Based Questions 10 questions
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1. Oracle Architecture and Internals
Focus: core internals, transaction processing, memory and cursor behaviour.

Q1. Explain the Oracle instance and database architecture.
Answer: An Oracle database consists of physical files - datafiles, control files, online redo logs, temporary files and 
parameter/password files - while an Oracle instance consists of memory structures and background processes. The 
main memory areas are the SGA and PGA. Core background processes include DBWn, LGWR, CKPT, SMON, PMON, 
ARCn, MMON and RVWR when Flashback Database is enabled. In RAC, multiple instances access the same database 
and coordinate through Cache Fusion and the Global Resource Directory.

Q2. What happens internally when a COMMIT is issued?
Answer: Oracle assigns or confirms the transaction SCN, copies the transaction's redo entries from the redo log buffer 
to the online redo log through LGWR, and returns success after the redo is safely written. Modified data blocks do not 
need to be written by DBWn at commit time. The commit record makes the transaction durable, while undo remains 
available for read consistency and recovery until reusable.

Q3. What is the difference between an SCN, checkpoint and log switch?
Answer: An SCN is Oracle's logical timestamp used to order changes. A checkpoint advances the point up to which 
dirty buffers are known to be written or targeted for writing and updates file headers/control file metadata. A log 
switch occurs when LGWR moves from one redo log group to the next. A log switch can trigger a checkpoint, but the 
three concepts are not the same.

Q4. How does Oracle provide read consistency?
Answer: Oracle uses undo records and SCNs. A query reads blocks as of its query SCN. If a block contains newer 
changes, Oracle reconstructs the older image using undo. This supports statement-level consistency by default and 
transaction-level consistency under SERIALIZABLE or read-only transactions. ORA-01555 occurs when required undo 
has been overwritten or when delayed block cleanout requires unavailable undo.

Q5. What is the difference between PGA, UGA and SGA?
Answer: The SGA is shared by all server and background processes and contains structures such as the buffer cache, 
shared pool, redo log buffer and large pool. The PGA is private process memory used for work areas, session memory 
and process state. The UGA contains session state; it is usually in the PGA for dedicated server sessions and in the SGA, 
commonly the large pool, for shared server sessions.

Q6. Explain hard parse, soft parse and session cursor cache.
Answer: A hard parse performs syntax, semantic and privilege checks, optimization and row-source generation. A soft 
parse reuses an existing compatible child cursor but still performs some checks and library cache work. The session 
cursor cache reduces repeated soft-parse overhead by keeping recently used cursors in session memory. High hard-
parse rates commonly indicate poor bind usage, cursor invalidation or shared-pool pressure.

Q7. Why are multiple child cursors created for one SQL_ID?
Answer: Child cursors can be created because of bind datatype or length mismatch, optimizer environment 
differences, object version changes, authorization differences, adaptive cursor sharing, statistics feedback, NLS settings 
or other non-shareable conditions. V$SQL_SHARED_CURSOR identifies the reason. The correct action is to remove the 
root mismatch rather than simply increasing shared pool size.

Q8. What is block cleanout?
Answer: When a transaction commits, Oracle does not immediately revisit every modified block. The transaction table 
in undo records the commit. A later reader may clean the block by updating transaction metadata and commit SCN. 
Delayed block cleanout is normal, but very large transactions followed by scans can generate additional work and, in 
rare cases, contribute to ORA-01555 if old undo is no longer available.
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2. Performance Tuning and SQL Diagnostics
Focus: evidence-based diagnosis, plan stability, waits and SQL optimisation.

Q9. Describe your approach to a database performance incident.
Answer: First define the business symptom, affected service, time window and scope. Validate host, storage, network 
and cluster health. Compare DB time and load with a known baseline, then inspect AWR/ASH, wait classes, top SQL, 
blocking sessions, I/O latency, CPU, memory, redo and RAC metrics. Identify the dominant bottleneck, test a minimally 
invasive fix, monitor impact and document the root cause. Avoid changing several parameters at once.

Q10. What is DB time, and why is it important?
Answer: DB time is the total time foreground sessions spend actively working in the database, including CPU and non-
idle waits. It is the central workload measure used by AWR. If DB time rises faster than elapsed time and active 
sessions exceed available capacity, response time deteriorates. DB time must be correlated with throughput, 
concurrency and business load, not viewed alone.

Q11. How do you use AWR, ASH and ADDM differently?
Answer: AWR stores periodic historical snapshots of workload and performance statistics. ASH samples active sessions 
and is useful for identifying who was waiting, on what object or SQL, and during which seconds. ADDM analyzes AWR 
intervals and ranks findings by estimated DB-time impact. A senior DBA validates ADDM recommendations against 
evidence and system context rather than applying them blindly.

Q12. How do you tune a SQL statement with a bad execution plan?
Answer: Confirm the exact SQL_ID, child cursor, plan hash value and performance regression window. Compare 
current and historical plans, optimizer statistics, bind values, cardinality estimates, predicates, object definitions and 
parameter changes. Use DBMS_XPLAN with ALLSTATS LAST where possible. Fix the cause through accurate statistics, 
SQL rewrite, indexing or data model changes. Use SQL Plan Management, SQL Patch or SQL Profile as controlled 
stabilisation mechanisms when application change is not immediately possible.

Q13. What is the difference between a SQL Profile, SQL Patch and SQL Plan Baseline?
Answer: A SQL Profile supplies auxiliary optimizer estimates and can improve costing but does not strictly force one 
plan. A SQL Patch injects hints without changing the SQL text. A SQL Plan Baseline restricts the optimizer to accepted 
plans and is primarily used for plan stability. The choice depends on whether the goal is better estimates, hint 
enforcement or controlled plan selection.

Q14. How does adaptive cursor sharing work?
Answer: For bind-sensitive SQL, Oracle monitors whether different bind values produce materially different 
selectivity and performance. It may mark the cursor bind-aware and create additional child cursors for selectivity 
ranges. This helps skewed data but can cause many children when bind metadata or estimates are unstable. V$SQL, 
V$SQL_CS_SELECTIVITY and V$SQL_SHARED_CURSOR help diagnose behaviour.

Q15. How would you investigate high 'db file sequential read' waits?
Answer: This wait usually represents single-block reads, often from index access or table access by rowid. Check 
average latency, volume, top SQL, objects, execution plans, cache efficiency and storage response. It is not 
automatically an I/O problem: excessive logical access, inefficient nested loops, missing indexes or poor selectivity can 
drive the read count. Separate latency from demand.

Q16. How would you investigate high 'log file sync' waits?
Answer: Correlate foreground log file sync with LGWR log file parallel write, commit rate, redo size, storage latency 
and CPU scheduling. Common causes include slow redo storage, excessive commits, overloaded LGWR, NUMA or CPU 
pressure, and synchronous Data Guard transport. Improvements may involve application commit batching, redo 
storage correction, LGWR scheduling relief or transport tuning, while preserving durability requirements.
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Q17. What causes library cache lock or library cache pin waits?
Answer: They typically occur when one session needs to modify or compile an object while another holds or executes 
a dependent object. Common examples include DDL during busy periods, package recompilation, invalidation storms 
and deployment conflicts. Identify blockers through ASH and library cache views, stop unsafe DDL, correct invalid 
objects and improve deployment sequencing.

Q18. What is the difference between cardinality, selectivity and cost?
Answer: Cardinality is the optimizer's estimate of rows produced by an operation. Selectivity is the fraction of rows 
expected to satisfy a predicate. Cost is a relative estimate used to compare candidate plans based on CPU and I/O 
models. A plan with the lowest estimated cost can perform poorly when cardinality estimates are wrong.

3. RAC and Clusterware
Focus: cluster architecture, services, global cache behaviour and eviction analysis.

Q19. Explain Cache Fusion in Oracle RAC.
Answer: Cache Fusion transfers current or consistent block images between instance buffer caches over the private 
interconnect, reducing disk reads and coordinating global access. The Global Cache Service manages block access 
modes and the Global Enqueue Service manages global locks and enqueues. LMS processes service requests, while the 
Global Resource Directory records resource mastery and ownership.

Q20. What are gc current request and gc cr request waits?
Answer: gc current request relates to obtaining a block in current mode, generally for modification. gc cr request 
relates to obtaining a consistent-read version. High waits can indicate interconnect latency, hot blocks, poor instance 
affinity, excessive cross-instance DML or CPU pressure on LMS processes. Diagnose by object, block class, SQL, service 
placement and interconnect statistics.

Q21. What is a RAC hot block, and how do you resolve it?
Answer: A hot block is repeatedly accessed or modified across instances, causing frequent global block transfers. 
Examples include index right-hand growth, sequence-related contention, shared application control rows and small 
lookup tables with DML. Solutions include service-based affinity, partitioning, reverse-key or hash-partitioned indexes 
where appropriate, scalable sequences, application redesign and reducing cross-instance access.

Q22. Explain voting disks, OCR and OLR.
Answer: Voting files are used for cluster membership and node eviction decisions. OCR stores cluster-wide 
configuration such as resources, dependencies and server pools. OLR stores node-local Clusterware configuration 
required before shared OCR is available. Their backups and recovery procedures differ; OCR is automatically backed 
up, while voting-file protection depends on ASM redundancy or storage design.

Q23. What is split brain, and how does Oracle prevent it?
Answer: Split brain occurs when cluster nodes lose communication but continue to access shared storage 
independently. Oracle Clusterware uses network heartbeat, disk heartbeat and quorum voting to determine 
membership. Nodes that cannot prove membership are evicted, usually by reboot, to preserve data integrity. 
Redundant private interconnects and voting-file design reduce unnecessary evictions.

Q24. How do you troubleshoot a RAC node eviction?
Answer: Collect Clusterware and OS evidence for the exact time: alert logs, ocssd, cssdagent/cssdmonitor, crsd, system 
logs, network counters and storage latency. Determine whether the cause was missed network heartbeat, missed disk 
heartbeat, CPU starvation, kernel hang, memory pressure or manual action. Use TFA/diagcollect and correlate all nodes 
before concluding root cause.
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Q25. What are services, and why are they essential in RAC?
Answer: Services are logical workload endpoints with preferred/available instances, failover behaviour, application 
continuity attributes, resource-manager mapping and monitoring metrics. They enable workload isolation, planned 
relocation, instance affinity and faster recovery. Applications should connect through services rather than instance-
specific SIDs.

Q26. What is the difference between policy-managed and administrator-managed RAC?
Answer: Administrator-managed databases explicitly assign instances to named servers. Policy-managed databases 
use server pools, cardinality and placement policies, allowing Clusterware to allocate resources dynamically. Policy-
managed deployment can be useful at scale, while administrator-managed deployment offers explicit control and 
remains common for fixed topologies.

4. Data Guard and Disaster Recovery
Focus: redo transport, apply, protection, role transitions and disaster recovery.

Q27. Explain the Data Guard protection modes.
Answer: Maximum Performance uses asynchronous transport and prioritises primary availability. Maximum 
Availability uses synchronous transport and can preserve zero data loss while allowing the primary to continue if the 
standby becomes unavailable, depending on configuration. Maximum Protection uses synchronous transport and 
shuts down the primary if redo cannot be protected, guaranteeing zero data loss.

Q28. What is the difference between transport lag and apply lag?
Answer: Transport lag measures how far redo receipt at the standby is behind the primary. Apply lag measures how 
far redo application is behind the primary. A standby can have zero transport lag but high apply lag if redo is arriving 
but recovery is slow. V$DATAGUARD_STATS, archive destination status, managed standby processes and broker views 
help isolate the stage.

Q29. How do you troubleshoot increasing apply lag?
Answer: Check whether redo is received continuously, then inspect MRP status, recovery waits, standby I/O, CPU, 
memory, parallel recovery, archive gaps, corrupt blocks and long-running queries on Active Data Guard. Compare 
redo generation with apply throughput. Validate standby redo logs, real-time apply and storage performance. Resolve 
the bottleneck rather than repeatedly restarting recovery.

Q30. What are standby redo logs, and how should they be sized?
Answer: Standby redo logs enable real-time redo reception and apply. They should be at least the same size as the 
largest primary online redo log. Provide at least one more standby redo log group per thread than the number of 
online redo log groups, and create them for every RAC thread on both primary and standby to support role transitions.

Q31. Switchover versus failover - what is the operational difference?
Answer: A switchover is a planned role reversal with no data loss when both databases are healthy. A failover 
activates the standby after an unplanned primary failure and may involve data loss depending on transport mode and 
lag. A reinstatement can use Flashback Database to return the old primary as a standby if prerequisites are met.

Q32. What is Fast-Start Failover?
Answer: Fast-Start Failover allows Data Guard Broker and an observer to automatically fail over when defined 
conditions are met. It requires appropriate protection mode, transport configuration, thresholds and target eligibility. 
Multiple observers can improve observer resilience. It must be tested carefully to avoid unwanted failover during 
network partitions.
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Q33. How do you resolve an archive gap?
Answer: Identify the missing sequence range by thread using V$ARCHIVE_GAP and log history. Restore connectivity 
and automatic gap resolution first. If logs are unavailable, register copied archives or perform an RMAN incremental 
roll-forward from an SCN, then recreate the standby control file if required and resume managed recovery. In RAC, 
validate each redo thread.

Q34. What checks are mandatory before a Data Guard role transition?
Answer: Validate broker status, transport and apply lag, archive gaps, standby redo logs, flashback status, temporary 
files, services, listener/TNS, application connectivity, jobs, filesystem capacity and monitoring. Confirm the standby is 
caught up, test the transition plan, capture restore points where appropriate and define a rollback decision point.

5. RMAN, Backup and Recovery
Focus: recoverability, backup design, validation and point-in-time operations.

Q35. Explain RMAN backup sets versus image copies.
Answer: Backup sets contain only used blocks and can be compressed, encrypted and multiplexed. Image copies are 
byte-for-byte copies of datafiles and can be switched into the database quickly. Incrementally updated image-copy 
strategies combine fast recovery with incremental efficiency. The right choice depends on RTO, storage, network and 
restore architecture.

Q36. What is the difference between differential and cumulative incremental backups?
Answer: A differential level 1 backs up blocks changed since the most recent level 0 or level 1 backup. A cumulative 
level 1 backs up blocks changed since the most recent level 0. Differential backups are smaller; cumulative backups 
can reduce restore complexity because fewer incrementals are needed.

Q37. How does block change tracking improve backups?
Answer: Block change tracking records changed block ranges in a tracking file so RMAN does not need to scan every 
datafile block for incremental backups. It mainly benefits level 1 incrementals. It does not replace redo or backups, and 
the tracking file can be recreated if lost without affecting database recoverability.

Q38. Describe complete recovery and point-in-time recovery.
Answer: Complete recovery applies all available redo and normally opens the database without RESETLOGS. Point-in-
time recovery stops at a time, SCN, log sequence or restore point and normally opens with RESETLOGS, creating a new 
incarnation. PDB point-in-time recovery can recover an individual pluggable database with appropriate auxiliary 
processing.

Q39. How do you recover from the loss of all control files?
Answer: Restore a control file from autobackup or known backup, mount the database, catalog backup pieces if 
necessary, restore and recover the database, then open according to the recovery path. If using a backup control file, 
RECOVER DATABASE and OPEN RESETLOGS are commonly required. Confirm DBID and control-file autobackup 
configuration beforehand.

Q40. How do you recover a dropped or corrupted table?
Answer: Options include Flashback Table, Flashback Query, RMAN RECOVER TABLE, transportable recovery or 
restoring to an auxiliary database. RMAN table recovery creates an auxiliary instance, restores required files, recovers 
to the target point and exports the table. The method depends on undo availability, object dependencies, outage 
tolerance and required point in time.

Q41. What is an RMAN validation strategy?
Answer: Run RESTORE VALIDATE DATABASE and VALIDATE CHECK LOGICAL at defined intervals, crosscheck media-
manager catalogues, test control-file/SPFILE restore, and perform periodic full recovery rehearsals on separate 
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infrastructure. A successful backup job is not proof of recoverability. Track validation failures and recovery-time 
measurements.

Q42. How do you design backup retention for a critical database?
Answer: Start from business RPO/RTO and regulatory retention, then define recovery window, backup frequency, 
archive-log protection, offsite copies, immutability, encryption, key retention and deletion policy. Include control file, 
SPFILE, password file, TDE wallet/keystore and configuration metadata. Test restores across local failure, site failure 
and cyber-recovery scenarios.

6. Multitenant, Security and Administration
Focus: CDB/PDB administration, TDE, auditing, resource governance and security.

Q43. Explain CDB, PDB, common users and local users.
Answer: A CDB contains the root, seed and one or more PDBs. Common users exist across containers and normally use 
the C## prefix unless configured otherwise; their privileges can be common or local. Local users exist only inside a 
PDB. Container context matters for user creation, grants, parameters, services and dictionary views.

Q44. How do you clone or relocate a PDB with minimal downtime?
Answer: Use local or remote PDB cloning, refreshable clones, hot cloning or PDB relocate depending on version and 
architecture. Validate compatibility, TDE keys, services, database links, listener connectivity and file placement. PDB 
relocate can move a PDB while it remains available and completes with a controlled final transition.

Q45. What is the purpose of TDE, and what must be backed up?
Answer: TDE encrypts data at rest in tablespaces or columns. The keystore contains the master encryption keys 
required to decrypt data encryption keys. Back up the password-protected keystore, auto-login wallet if used, wallet 
password under secure control, and key history. A database backup without the required keys may be unusable.

Q46. What is the difference between auditing and Unified Auditing?
Answer: Traditional auditing writes to audit trails configured through older parameters and views. Unified Auditing 
consolidates database, fine-grained, Data Vault, RMAN and other audit records into a unified trail with policy-based 
control. Pure unified mode requires relinking in some releases. Audit design should balance accountability, 
performance, retention and tamper resistance.

Q47. How do you secure privileged DBA access?
Answer: Use named accounts, least privilege, separation of duties, MFA or controlled bastion access, password 
vaulting, audited privilege elevation and restricted operating-system groups. Avoid shared SYS credentials. Protect 
wallets and backups, enforce network encryption, review privilege grants, use Database Vault where justified and 
forward audit records to a protected central platform.

Q48. What is Resource Manager, and when would you use it?
Answer: Database Resource Manager controls CPU, parallel execution, active sessions, undo pool, idle time and 
runaway queries by consumer group and plan. In multitenant databases it can manage resources between PDBs and 
within a PDB. It is useful for mixed workloads where one application or batch process must not monopolise shared 
capacity.

Q49. How do you handle ORA-01555 in a production system?
Answer: Determine the SQL, duration, undo tablespace, retention, tuned undo retention, transaction rate and whether 
delayed block cleanout is involved. Increase appropriately sized undo or retention if capacity allows, reduce query 
duration, commit less frequently in batch loops, optimise access paths and avoid shrinking undo aggressively. 
RETENTION GUARANTEE should be used carefully because it can cause DML failures.
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7. Patching, Upgrades and Operational Excellence
Focus: controlled maintenance, upgrades, automation and capacity management.

Q50. Describe a safe Oracle patching process.
Answer: Confirm patch applicability, conflicts, prerequisites, release notes, OPatch version, inventory health, rollback 
method and outage plan. Test on representative lower environments, take validated backups, capture baselines, patch 
Grid Infrastructure before database homes where required, run datapatch, verify registry and inventory, test services 
and monitor. Document every command and decision.

Q51. What is out-of-place patching, and why is it preferred?
Answer: Out-of-place patching builds or clones a new Oracle home, applies patches there, validates it and then 
switches databases or Clusterware resources to the new home. It reduces outage time, simplifies rollback and avoids 
modifying the active home. It is especially valuable for RAC rolling maintenance and large estates.

Q52. What does datapatch do?
Answer: Datapatch applies SQL changes from a patched Oracle home to database components and records status in 
DBA_REGISTRY_SQLPATCH. It must run after binary patching when the database is open, and in multitenant 
environments applicable PDBs must be open. Failures require review of logs, invalid objects, component status and 
PDB state.

Q53. How do you plan a major database upgrade?
Answer: Assess application and platform certification, run AutoUpgrade prechecks, remove deprecated features, 
resolve invalid objects, review timezone and component versions, test performance with production-like workload, 
plan fallback, validate backups and Data Guard strategy, rehearse elapsed time and execute post-upgrade tasks. 
Capture SQL plans and use upgrade dry runs to reduce uncertainty.

Q54. What is your approach to automation as a senior DBA?
Answer: Automate repeatable, testable and auditable activities such as health checks, backup validation, patch 
orchestration, provisioning and compliance reporting. Build idempotency, prechecks, clear failure handling, secrets 
management, structured logs and rollback. Keep destructive actions gated, use source control and test against realistic 
environments before production.

Q55. How do you perform capacity planning for Oracle databases?
Answer: Trend CPU, DB time, active sessions, memory, IOPS, latency, throughput, redo, archive, backup duration, data 
growth and peak concurrency. Separate business growth from inefficiency. Model headroom for failure scenarios such 
as RAC node loss and maintenance. Include licensing, storage tiers, recovery capacity and seasonal events.

8. Advanced Scenario-Based Questions
Focus: structured responses to realistic production incidents.

Q56. A critical SQL statement suddenly runs 50 times slower after statistics gathering. What do 
you do?
Answer: Confirm plan change and compare old/new plan hash values, child cursors and cardinality estimates. Check 
histograms, partition statistics, pending statistics and bind behaviour. Stabilise service using an accepted SQL plan 
baseline, SQL Patch or restored statistics if justified. Then correct the statistics strategy or SQL design, test, and remove 
temporary controls only after validation.
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Q57. The RAC database is healthy, but one service has intermittent 10-second pauses. How 
would you isolate the issue?
Answer: Map pauses to service, instance, module and client using ASH. Check service relocation events, FAN/ONS 
handling, connection pool validation, interconnect waits, blocking, CPU run queue, listener logs and network path. 
Compare affected and unaffected instances. Intermittent service-only pauses often indicate connection management, 
affinity, a hot object or one degraded node rather than a database-wide issue.

Q58. The primary generates redo faster than the standby can apply it during peak hours. What 
are your options?
Answer: Measure generation and apply throughput by interval. Remove standby I/O or CPU bottlenecks, enable real-
time apply, tune parallel recovery, ensure standby redo logs and adequate memory, reduce Active Data Guard query 
interference, and review network/compression only if transport contributes. If peak generation permanently exceeds 
apply capacity, resize or redesign the standby platform.

Q59. A datafile has several corrupt blocks but the database remains open. What is your 
recovery plan?
Answer: Identify corruption through V$DATABASE_BLOCK_CORRUPTION, RMAN validate and alert logs. Determine 
whether corruption is physical or logical and which objects are affected. Use RMAN BLOCKRECOVER when valid 
backups and redo exist, or recover/restore the file if broader. Validate afterward, inspect storage, run application 
checks and retain evidence for root-cause analysis.

Q60. After patching, application connections succeed but many packages are invalid. What 
actions do you take?
Answer: Review datapatch logs and DBA_REGISTRY_SQLPATCH, component status and invalid-object errors. Run 
utlrp.sql or targeted recompilation only after resolving missing privileges, synonym or component failures. Open all 
required PDBs and rerun datapatch if they were missed. Validate application editioning and avoid repeatedly 
compiling without understanding the first error.

Q61. A tablespace is 95% full. Is adding a datafile always the right action?
Answer: No. Check actual free space, autoextend, maximum file size, segment growth, reclaimable space, recycle bin, 
retention policies, temporary spikes and storage capacity. Identify the fastest-growing segments and business cause. 
Add capacity when needed, but also correct abnormal growth, purge safely, compress or reorganise where justified, 
and update forecasting.

Q62. The database server CPU is 95%, but AWR shows low database CPU. What does that 
suggest?
Answer: The CPU may be consumed by non-database processes, other Oracle homes/instances, backup or monitoring 
agents, kernel activity, virtualization steal time or runaway operating-system work. Correlate OS process accounting, 
cgroups, container/VM metrics and database host statistics. Do not tune SQL until the CPU consumer is identified.

Q63. Users report slowness, but average database metrics look normal. How do you proceed?
Answer: Avoid averages. Narrow by service, module, client, SQL, instance, PDB and exact seconds. Use ASH, 
application tracing, response-time percentiles and connection-pool metrics. Short blocking chains, parse storms, 
network delays or a minority of slow requests can be hidden in hourly averages.

Q64. A backup completed successfully, but restore validation fails. How do you handle it?
Answer: Treat the backup as unusable until proven otherwise. Identify missing or corrupt pieces, media-manager 
issues, encryption keys, catalogue mismatch or storage damage. Create a new validated backup, protect archive logs 
needed for recovery, test control-file and SPFILE restore, and determine the exposure window. Update monitoring so 
future jobs include recoverability validation, not just completion status.
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Q65. During a planned switchover, the new primary opens but the application cannot connect. 
What did the plan miss?
Answer: Likely gaps include services not starting in the correct role, DNS/SCAN/listener registration, connect 
descriptor role settings, wallets, firewall rules, connection pool caching, application continuity configuration or post-
role trigger behaviour. A complete runbook tests the application endpoint and transaction path, not only the database 
role transition.
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Senior DBA Interview Response Checklist
Principle What a Level 4 answer should demonstrate

Clarify scope Which database, PDB, service, instance, time window 
and business transaction are affected?

Use evidence Reference AWR/ASH, execution plans, alert logs, 
Clusterware logs, OS metrics and application data.

Separate symptom from cause A wait event or high utilisation is a clue, not 
automatically the root cause.

State risk and rollback Explain how you would stabilise production and how 
the change can be reversed.

Validate outcome Confirm response time, throughput, error rate, lag, 
recovery status and business functionality.

Prevent recurrence Add monitoring, automate checks, update runbooks 
and address design or capacity weaknesses.

Final reminder: Strong senior answers combine technical accuracy, business impact, evidence, change control, 
recoverability and clear communication.
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